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We wag 5_?Vl§
+05_61L her

A comic by Tran Chav Hd



We are not born women of colov:
We become women of color..

We would have to unlearn an
impvléc that allons mvlﬂﬂolo%i%
about each other 1o Vc()la(/c
Io'\ovving_ about one another:

We cannot afforol 1o ceade
v)e/aming for each others
(/OMPaVl"}.
M. Jacqui Alexander,
Fedazozies of Crosing:
s &

M ong on Feminism,
Sewal Folitics, Memory,
and the Sacred
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Febrvary 15, 2024 CCWF Resovrce Fair

Today, Aian Frisoner Support Committee staff and volunteers
have come in for a resowrce fair at the Centrval California
Womens Facility in Chowchilla, CA.

But for Maria, itS a bit of a homcooming Hrior o bcing one of
APSCS veentry coordinators, Maria spent 14 years in CCWF.
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@gpcaa!lb} after her younger gister,

[ Cecile, started 5_@1'”hng_ Slck.

and

Wahhing her Sister become more

difficult thi¢ time wag: not on!b] did

L heyv famill«} not know what was
0av§in5 her Sisters vapid decline,
but Inanci '

VG{)C&Y(’CO”V} \/iéiﬁng doctors with no
18 ansnwers nas Qigy\ifioanf
| |

;. ..\.; >~
"'Q < A
N, =Y But, her cforq bcgmé not
v with her conviction, but

with her time n the

Philippines. Maria was born
in Manila, Philippines in
1979,

The eldest of 4 Qib“ngg Mearia felt
| an immence VCQPOVllelfl'h'} to her fam:lt/},

more frail, Maria vecalls how

the fmanaaf strain of




ln the backdrop of the vnra\/cling tapestry of her home life, the
P hiliPPincé went 1Lhrov5h a P@Viod of ro/ioPoliﬁoal varest. Maria

wag born dvring_ the Ferdinand Marcos Ve/gimc, oluring_ the period
of martial law (1972 - 1986).

Supported by the United States in response to the rice of the
Communist party in the Fhilippines, Marcos enacted incredible
state viclence o plunder the countrys veources, increase
national debt, envich hig family with public resources, and
hcigh%cn clags inequality.
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The oomevaQ economy declined wnder

Marcos, Since beilizing_ after World War I,
fcaoling_ many people to look. for work

overéeas.
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ln 1995, Mariat <ister passed away from childhood
leviemia, !ca\/ing, Maria and her family with incredible

] a¢ lef and financial debt:
' ‘\ )
A\ .

\

Years priov, Marias parents put all their attfention on Cecile, !ca\/ing

Maria to fend for herself. While ¢he understood the duress her family,
especially her parents, were under, Maria covldn’t help bt feel
abandoned. A¢ a vesult, Maria grew vp early, fccling the immense
respongibility fo provide for her family once she completed her education.

n ﬁgalog, ufang_ na loob !ooéofb’ translates fo
“infernal indebtedness”, a fccling of Pav]ing_ your
familb} back. for the Qa(/rifiocé ﬂf}@b}’\/c made to

I

valée you.
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Two years later, Maria would 5raolva+c from hiéh
school, and 0 on fo complete her olcgrcc in

Business I\/\awlaggﬂvmnL from De Salle Uni\/orgih].
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ln June of 2001, Maria immigraﬁ;ol to the Uhited
States. Mariat cousing boss owned a chain of
stores and was 5_oin5 fo ponsor her, but c!igibilih}
VC@/chmanré shifted in vegponse o anﬁ—immigran%
sentiment post-9/17, making_ her incligiblc‘

\
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She had & months left on her tourist
vi¢a, and after a sevies of fradvlent
/ immgaﬁon congultations, her options
dwindled 1o none.

S i S R T A
a
She olcépcraf’clv] wanted comfort from her Parcn+§...

S\

Mom?¢ Ave
yov there?

but in the aftermath of her Sicters Pagging and Marias decigion o
leave FmL 3 Wcolg_c between hercelf and them that wa¢ far oo larg_c

1o overcome.




Maria was in an incredibly dark place, one that che Qﬁfugglcol fo pull herself
ovt of. All ¢he wanted was care and community, that her parents did not have

(/aPaoih] 1o Proviolc.

But Marevs did. Marews Zave me time
and aftention and c\/crqf'hing_l wanted

(while igﬂoring_ all the red f!agg). Maria
saus, “For the firt time in my life, | felt
like Somebody actvally cared abovt me’.

But upon their first mccﬁng, an

inconceivable act of violence haFPcncd.

S R —

After the assault, Maria fell preguant. She Saw her vape a¢ her fault,
in+crnalizin5_ the travma and Qccing it a¢ a failvre on her Par!’.




What are you Supposed fo do with darkness, if not fo drown
in it When Marias substance abuse issues became untenable,

she found hercelf in J'ail, wheve her younger Sister found

her.

This was her hail mary, a wake vp call fo veach ovt fo her
mom with the <imple vequest 1o cee her. Maria did not have
the !angyagr/ to articvlate what she needed with her mom.
So when her mother refused, Maria fook that a¢ a Qignal
that her mom had not cared, that no one did.

In 2003, Maria was arvested and then sentenced to 25
years to life in fedeval Prigon. Her conviction: the death of
her newborn child because of her addiction.




 ———

n OEP ARTMENT OF CORREC T gy "

RN )
0 CENTRAL C ALIFORNIA Wowg (, C‘“::msu,,%
(]

c P\\'“:

Maria entered CCWF a hardened pevson,

wnable to make ¢ence of her trauma, her

angey, or handle her addiction.

Thats wheve Maria met @Vanm/}.
Giranny held Maria, and all hurt and

N\
ﬁ anger like a child, MO\/iVlg_ her towards
Str <\ boinga kinder, and Softer person.
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“Thats the connection |

needed,” Maria recalls.
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With the pasage of AB109, Maria world
oPoan up even further ag more Prigon Programming_

bcgan.

[n Prog/amminé_ centered avound Survivors of ¢exval
and domestic violence, Maria met Ny Nourn.

Nb] was too faoing_
oloPoV“fa’Hon to Cambodia
at the time, punished for
her abuéer’s actiong.

Maria r@aHv} bogan fo understand how ¢he did
not make an individval bad choice, but rvather
wag informed by a gnstem of violence that
other survivors also experienced.

Later on, Maria would meet
Sheila, who also was facin
deportation to the FPhilippines.

A¢ Maria began to make gense of her life prior; she grew into
the role of a mentor, much like Givanny had been for her before.
She helped facilitate H’elping_ Others with Life Skill, also
knonwn as HOWL, where she met Ursula, another survivor faa'ng_
deportation o Mexico.




ln 2013, Maria wrote to her parents
ever Since she was in prison (not ex—
Fccﬁnga response). With the en—
oourag_amcn% of her friends, Maria
made a 35 way call in prison fo Gpeak
to her mom and dad.




h 2019, after 14 years of

incarcevation, Maria wag

5{3541%/01 Faro{c.

She wa¢ ready o 50 home, ¢tart her life, free of abuge,
free of addiction, Survounded by people who loved her,
with a new found sense of purpose fostered by the

Vclaﬁonéhipc ¢he had made with other women in Frigon.
ﬁ But when Maria wag
A released, she wag met

\ with a white van.




i Inside detention, Maria was ungure when she would be released. e

These places are meant fo isolate vs from one another, but Maria knew
better than to it with hercelf, her 5{?@{, her vncertainty. She §ov5b+
Solace in others. She asked for help from her friend Luly, faoing

depor-tation fo Tanga.

‘ 11 months after her transfer, Maria was released from detention.




Today, Maria hag continved fo expand her community, vvor(cing for the Agian
Frrisoner Support Committee, wheve she helps people who share her life

cxPcrican.

But despite all of this, Maria still faces deportation fo the
FPhilippines. At any moment, ICE- can tear Maria away from her
communities, the relationships that saved her.




Maria Says, “Pm <till not qure what’s gging to
happen, | have a court date and | don’t know what
the ovtcome of the hcaring i

But in the uncertainty, one H/\ing i clear fo me: Maria
i an incredible percon, who hag built many beavtiful
friendships with Survivors ingide.

Maria and these women, teach me what feminist networks of
care can do: if we want to free everyone, we abSolvtely need
to know and love one another.

Only then, can we see a world more

beavtiful, patient, and kind.
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| stole: many hours away from my 0137 Job o make this comic happen. In between
rmbilizing for Flestine (its Free Falestine il its backwards) and all the peronal
trangitions and gicf [ wag moving, through, | wasn't confident that thic wag oing,
To happen fo be honest. | have many people fo thank for the materialization of thig
project (and if | missed you in these acknonledgements, let me know because |
definitely one you a deliciovs meal and a hundred aPolog_icQ).

First of all, thank you fo Toni Morvicon for vvriﬁng, Svla, from which the title of
that comic pulls from. | was deeply inspived by the richness of female friendship in
that novel, that of which reminds me of my own friendships in community.

Thanke you fo Josh Acosta for bcing an incredible scholar who helped me contextu-

alize Maria¢ life. Yov are a gcnivg from SovthBay LA; all my homies love SovthBay

LAl Thank you to Victoria Huynh, my best friend/wife and another 7ée/nivg in my life
who helped me think through the heart of this piece, as well sent me many won-
derful %ings to read.

Thank you fo my wonderful partner, Vincent Ghang, and my mom, My Chav Lot for
fccoling and hking care of me olvring the duration of thig Prg)ecﬁ ! Vcqu thouzht
it was over when | got that cold from hell and wag in the last week of exhibition
prep, but yall veally got me through it | love you both deeply.

Thank you o Ny Nourn for ?i\/ing, me thig oPPor'hmih] and Qhowing, me con&rc’f@fb)
what It meang o be an abolition feminist. You are an ingpiraﬁon and I'm honored to be
your friend and in community. Lastly, thank you o Maria charola. Thanke you for
your friendship, your Kindness, your generosity, and all you do for all the women in
our commvnih} imPadcd by gcnolcrc violence. 'm honored to tell your §1L0V47. You are
one in a million, Maria, and I'm endllessly 5ra+cfvl that the ancestors brought v¢ o
5_@%@1/ in the 5317 Area.






