A comic bv] Tran Chav H3

T

S
U S
L YN PN N\ oy

s
N YR ALY ‘v/‘@‘ @ i
N A \& ,{- 2
A e N

N K AN ’é‘m b U NS
PR m

[ 4









We are not born women of colov
We become women of color.

We would have 1o wnlearn an
imPuk@ that allons mvﬁhofogrieg
about each other to V&Ffaoe
knowing_ about one another:

We cannot aﬁ—'orol 1o ceade
v]eaming for each othert
company,

M. Jacqui Alexander,

Fedagozies of Crossing:

Me«ﬁf ong on ‘Féminiégj

Sewal Folitics, Memory,
and the Sacred




Febrvary 15, 2024 CCWF Regovree Fair

Today, Agian Frisoner Support Committee staff and volunteers
have come in for a resowrce fair at the Central California
Woment Facility in Chonchilla, CA.

But for M, its a bit of a homeooming Frior 1o b@iﬂg one of
APSCS reentry coordinators, M gpent 14 year in CCWF
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But, her story b&ging not
with her conviction, but
with her time in the
Fhilippines. M wag borw
in Manila, Philippines in
1979,

The eldest of 4 §ibfin55, M felt
an immense vesponsibility fo her family,
especially after her younger sister,

C , started 5@#??15_ Sick.

Wa+ohin5_ her Sister become more
and more frail, M recalls how
difficult thig time was: not only did
her famifv] not know what wag

oauéling_ her Sister’s vapid decline,
but the financial strain of
Vepea‘f‘&df!f] \/igiﬁng_ doctors with no
ansnwers nwas gignifican‘f'.




In the backdrop of the unmvaling_ tapestry of her home life, the
Philippines went quol,gh 3 period of Sociopolitical vnrest. M

wag born dwing_ the Ferdinand Marcog vegime, during the period
of martial law (1972 - 1986).

Supported by the United States in regponse fo the rige of the
Communist party in the Fhilippines, Marcos enacted incredible
state violence to plunder the countrys regources, increase
national debt; envich his family with public resources, and

heighf&n elage Fna[yaf HLI»].

The c.oun'fw”Q economy declined wnder
Mareog, since g’rabifizjng_ after World War I,
fe-aoling_ many Peopl& to look. for work

overéeas.,
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ln 1995, M % Sister passed away from childhood
levkemia, l@a\/ingl\/l and her family with incredible
5{?6{ and financial debt:

\

Years prio, M % pavents put all their attention on &, !eax/ing_
M to fend for herself. While she vnderstood the duress her family,
especially her parents, were wder, M covldn’t help but feel

abandoned. A¢ a reqult, M glew vp early, fea!ing_ the immense

V%Pongibifi’ﬂ»} 1o Prox/icief for her fami{v] once She oomF!e'fe,d her education.

n T553!051 u'hmg_ na loob {oogcfv’ tranglates 1o
finfernal indebtedness’, a feeling_ of paying. your
famifv] back. for the Sacrifices +ho»”v'o made 1o

S

Vaile you.




Twvo vears later, M would 5radua'f‘e from high
$chool, and 50 of fo complete her degr&e in
Business Management from D University.

VJA In June of 2001, M immigyated 1o the United

States. M % cowsing boss owned a chain of
stores and wag 59@15. fo sponsor hev, but efigibili‘h?
requirements shifted in reponse o an+i—immi5ran+
sentiment post=9/11, making. her inel Egib!&

\

e,

. She had & wonths left on hev tourict
. vica, and after a sevies of fradvlent

M > A immgyation concultations, her options

dwindled 1o none.

— BT

She olagpcra'fc{q wanted comfort from her Paren+€...

/,

Mom? Ave
vou thered

but in the aftermath of her Sicter’ Pagging_ and M ¢ decigion to
leave Pqu 3 W&dgg’/ between heréelf and them that wag far too !argp

to overcome.




M was in an incredibly dark place, one that che c’rruéglod fo pull hex<elf
ovt of. All she wanted was care and community, that her parents did not have
oapac,i'f'q fo provide.

But Mavews did. Marews gave me time
and attention and wc,rTf%ing_l wanted
(while igporing_all the red ﬂagg). M
Saus, “For the first time in my life, | felt
like Somebody actvally cared about me’.

But upon their first mwﬁng, an

inconceivable act of violence happcnad.

m

After the assavlt, M fell Fr&gnan't She Saw her rape as her fault,
in’r&ma!izing_ the travma and Qwing_ it ag a failvre on her Par't



What are you qupposed fo do with darkness, if not to drown
in it When M % qubstance abuse isues became untenable,
she found herself in J'ail, wheve her younger Sister found

her.

This wa¢ her hail mary, a wake vp call to veach ovt fo her
mom with the Simple request fo ¢ee her. M did not have
the !angyagg to articvlate what she needed with her mom.
So when her mother refused, M tfook that a¢ a §i5na!
that her mom had not cared, that no one did.

ln 2003, M was arvested and then centenced fo 25
years to life in federal Fri;on. Her conviction: the death of

her newborn child becavse of her addiction.
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M enfered CCWF a hardened pevon,

wnable to make sense of her trauma, her

angey, or handle her addiction.

Thats where M met Giranny.
Girany held M, and all hurt and
anger like a child, mwing_ her towards

being_ a kindey, and Softer pergon.
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“Thats the connection |
needed,” M recalls.
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With the passage of AB109, M ¢ world
oPcnaol up even further ag more Priéon ongramming_

b&gan.

n Programming_ centered around urvivors of sexval
and domestic violence, M met Ny Novrn.

N»] was too faoing_
deFor“fa'f'ion 1o Cambodia
at the time, puniched for
her abuéer’s actions.

M }’63“11 bcgan fo understand how che did
not make an individval bad choice, but rvather
was informed by a §l1€‘f'&m of violence that
other survivors also experienced.

Later on, M nwould meet
S, who also was facin
deportation fo the FPhilippines.

ASM  began to make Sense of her life prior, she grew into
the role of a mentor, much like Givanny had been for her before.
She helped facilitate Helping. Others with Life Skills, also
known a¢ HOWL, where she met U, another survivor faoing_
deportation to Mexico.




ln 2013, M wrote to her parents
ever Since she was in prison (ot ex—
Fcc:ﬁng_a response). With the en-
c,ourage,men’r of her friends, M
made a 3 way call in pricon fo Speak
fo her mom and dad.

You know | love woy,

righ'f‘,?
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ln 2019, after 14 years of

incavceration, M wag

gran‘i'ed Pavo!e.

She wag ready o 50 home, start her life, free of abuge,

free of addiction, Surrounded by people who loved her,
with a new found sense of purpose fostered by the

'\ with a white van.

V&fa'ﬁOHthPQ che had made with other women in Prigon.
ﬁ | But when M Wag ‘
A released, she wag met




| Inside detention, M wag unsure when she would be releaged. -

These places ave meant to isolate vs from one another, vt M knew
better than fo it with hercelf, her gieﬁ her uncertainty. She gou5h‘f‘
Solace in others. She asked for help from her friend L, fadng_

deportation to Tfmgﬁ.

‘ 11 wonths after her transfer, M was released from detention.




Today, M hag continved fo expand hex community, wovk,ing, for the Agian
Frisoner Support Committee, wheve she helps people who share her life

cxpc-rienacg.
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But despite all of thi, M ¢hill faces deportation fo the
Fhilippines. At any moment, ICE can fear M away from her

communities, the relationships that caved her.




M sayg, “I'm shill not swre whats 501%; to
happen, | have a court date and | don't know what
the ovtcome of the hcalfing_ is”

But in the wncertainty, one ﬁqing s clear to me: M
i an incredible person, who hag buitt many beautiful
friendships with Survivors ingide.

M and these women, teach me what feminist networks of
care can do: if we want to free everyone, we abeolvtely need
to know and love one another.

Only then, can we see a world more

beavtiful, patient, and kind.




A&knowlcdggmw'f’ ¢

[ stole many hourg away from My ola7 Job to make thig comic happen. In between
mobi[izin 20*’ Falestine (it Free Falestine il its backwards) and all the peronal
transitions and 5|{rof [ was mov/ing through, | wasn't confident that thig wag in&
To haPPon 1o be honest. | have many people to thank. for the materialization of thi
PVoJ&d‘ (and if | migged you in these acknowledgf/menﬁ let me know becavse |
deﬁni’ra{v] owe you deliciovs meal and a hundred aPofogie/é).

First of all, thank you fo Toni Morvicon for WV?‘HH% Svla, from which the title of
that comic pulls from. | was deeply inpived by the richness of female friendship in
that novel, that of which reminds me of my own friendships in community.

Thank you to Josh Acosta for baing. an incredible scholar who he!f:cd me contextv—

alize M % [ife. You are a 5§niu§ from SovthBay LA; all my homies love SovthBay

LAl Thank vov fo Victoria Huynh, my best friend/wife and another zenivs in my life
who helped me think through the heart of thi¢ piece, as well sent me many won-
devful ‘Hﬂings fo vead.

Thank vou o my wonderful partner, Vincent Chang, and my mom, My Chav Lot for
fooding_ and hk_ing. care of me alwingq the duration of thig Pre)'cct l re/aﬂf«] thoughht
it was over when | 59‘(‘ that cold from hell and was in the last week of exhibition
prep, but yall veally got me through it | love you both deeply.

Thank you to Nq Nourn for ?is./ing_ me thig oPFthmiJrl] and Qhovving. me oonc,reh’/!q
what it means o be an abolition feminist. Yov are an mépir’aﬁon and I'm honored to be
vour friend and in community. Lastly, thank you fo M . Thank yov for
your friendship, your Kindness, your (?gnerogihz,f and all vou do for all the women in
our c,ommuni‘h’ impac:f'eol btj 5@!40161@ violence. I'm honored tfo tell your g‘l"ort»]. You ave
one n a million, M, and I'm cndf%é!v] 5{3‘!‘5{\;! that the ancestors brougb’r v to—
5§+her in the 5311 Avrea.






